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Content

The course focuses on the possibilities and challenges emerging in the production, distribution, acceptance and reading as well 

usage of e-books. Economic and legal aspects of borrowing books in academic and public libraries are included. The main 

emphasis is on the present times, but course also provides a historical perspective. The content consists of:

 e-book production process, equipment and technology

 e-books as part of the book market and the literary field

 e-books as material and cultural artefacts

 e-books in Danish, Norwegian and Swedish libraries and markets

 copyright, licensing and other legal aspects in production, distribution and use of e-books

 psychological and phenomenological aspects of reading e-books

Learning Outcomes

After passing the course the student should:

concerning knowledge and understanding

 be able to explain and analyse the e-book phenomena from the cultural and historical perspective, including its role in 
the modern media landscape

 be able to explain and apply the main technology and equipment of the e-book production, distribution and reading

 be able to discuss the impact of e-books on the book market

 be able to analyse and account for social effects of the e-book production, distribution and use in society

 be able to discuss, analyse and argument different theoretical perspectives on e-books in research context

 be able to account for the Scandinavian e-book market models, distribution models and the economic as well as legal 
challenges related to them

 be able to explain and analyse the principles and processes of acquisition, access and use of e-books in the context of 
Scandinavian libraries

 be able to analyse and discuss the implications of digital reading from the psychological, social and phenomenological
perspective

concerning skills and abilities

 be able to assess the value and potential of distribution models of e-books for various types of libraries

 be able to produce a transcription of a digital text with XML coding in a way adequate to the e-book’s character and 
intended use

 be able to explain how a XML coded text is transformed into the EPUB or the equivalent e-book publishing format



 be able to critically reflect on how affordances of reading devices may affect the reading of different types of texts for
different purposes

 be able to identify and formulate research questions pertaining to e-books and address them through independent 
analysis

 be able to identify and use insights from relevant professional and research literature on e-books

concerning professional judgement

 be able to critically reflect on the implications of global e-book distribution for small language markets and literary 
fields

 be able to evaluate and critically analyse the results of digital reading research

 be able to identify and evaluate different arguments used for selection decision in e-book production

 be able to account for and explain how the social environment defines the choice of business methods and techniques 
in e-book distribution in relation to, e.g. ethics and access to the results

Forms of Teaching

Tuition is conducted through laboratory work, written assignments, seminars, lectures, practical demonstrations, exercises, 

project work and group work.

The language of instruction is English.

Forms of Examination

The course is examined through laboratory work, written assignments, seminars, reports and project work.

Seminars can be replaced by other forms of examination specified in the course syllabus if a student has failed to fulfil the 

seminar requirements or has been absent.

In the event of changes in course plans students who wish to complete courses can be examined on the basis of the most recent 

version of the course plan. For courses that are no longer running, students who wish to complete such courses can read all or 

part of an equivalent course.

Student rights and obligations at examination are in accordance with guidelines and rules for

the University of Borås.
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Student Influence and Evaluation

Students shall be involved in further development of the course and are therefore given the possibility to assess the course in a

systematical way by written or oral means. How this assessment falls out and how it affects further development will be

reported back to the students. For course evaluation, the standard University College of Borås rules as of 7 June 2005 apply,

dnr 56-02- 10.

Miscellaneous

The course is part of Master’s Programme: Library and Information Science, Digital Library and Information Services.

The course will be conducted in cooperation with Høgskolen i Oslo og Akershus, Københavns universitet, Högskolan i Borås 

and Lesesenteret ved Universitetet i Stavanger.
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