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Content

The course provides doctoral students with an introduction to research ethics through training in ethical knowledge, skills, and 

abilities, as well as fundamental training in applying for ethical review approval. Doctoral students are expected to relate the 

course's basic models to their own ongoing research.

Learning Outcomes

Upon completion of the course, the doctoral student should have achieved the following learning outcomes:

In terms of knowledge and understanding:

1.1 Demonstrate knowledge of general ethics from the perspective of the history of ideas and concepts.

1.2 Be able to explain the ethical considerations and dilemmas associated with the different parts of the research process.

1.3 Demonstrate theoretical and practical understanding of the ethical issues/challenges associated with the research 

role/career.

In terms of skills and abilities:

2.1 Be able to make an ethical argument on issues related to

the research process and the role of the researcher.

2.2 Relate research ethics principles and challenges to one’s own ongoing

research work.

In terms of evaluation ability and approach:

3.1 Assess the relevance and importance of basic research ethics principles

for one’s own scientific discipline/main field.

3.2 Relate independently, reflectively, and in a problematising way to

guiding academic values.

Forms of Teaching

Teaching takes the form of lectures and seminars.

The language of instruction is English.

Forms of Examination

The course is examined through the following examination components: 

Seminar - oral joint presentation and individual written assignment.



The two interrelated examination components together cover all learning outcomes.

A passing grade in the course requires a passing grade in both examination components.

If the student has received a decision/recommendation regarding special pedagogical support from the University of Borås due 

to disability or special needs, the examiner has the right to make accommodations when it comes to examination. The examiner

must, based on the objectives of the course syllabus, determine whether the examination can be adapted in accordance with the

decision/recommendation.

Student rights and obligations at examination are in accordance with guidelines and rules for

the University of Borås.

Literature and Other Teaching Materials

The compulsory course literature is in English.

Iltis, A.S. & MacKay, D. (eds.) (2024). The Oxford Handbook of Research Ethics. Oxford: Oxford University Press (992 s, del

I & II obligatoriska, del III & IV kapitel beroende på forskningsämne).

For doctoral students within artistic areas, this book is recommended:

Harold, J. (ed.) (2023). The Oxford Handbook on Ethics and Arts. Oxford: Oxford University Press (768 s, del I & II allmänna 

perspektiv, del III & IV kapitel beroende på forskningsämne).

Student Influence and Evaluation

The course is evaluated in accordance with current guidelines for course evaluations at the University of Borås in which 

students’ views are gathered. The course evaluation report is published and returned to participating and prospective students 

in accordance with the above-mentioned guidelines, and will be taken into consideration in the future development of courses 

and education programmes. Course coordinators are responsible for ensuring that the evaluations are conducted as described 

above. The results of the course evaluation are taken into account in further development work.
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