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Content

The course further specialises within the content of Theory of Science I by allowing students to apply the knowledge gained to 

a written essay that relates to their own thesis project. Here, the understanding of theory of science concepts, traditions, and 

perspectives is further developed by relating them to the doctoral student's own research, which strengthens the doctoral 

student's ability to critically reflect on the epistemological and ontological premises of the research.

Learning Outcomes

After completing the course, the doctoral student should be able to

1. Competence and skills

1.1. Apply the knowledge gained in the course by theorising the knowledge contribution of their thesis in written form.

1.2. Critically discuss another student's thesis work with concepts of theory of science in seminar form.

Forms of Teaching

Feedback on essay and attending seminars.

The language of instruction is English. However, instruction in Swedish may occur.

Forms of Examination

The course will be examined through the following examination elements:

Written assignment: Essay

Learning outcomes: 1.1

Credits: 2

Gradingscale: Fail (U) or Pass (G)

Seminar: Essay

Learning outcomes: 1.2

Credits: 0.5

Gradingscale: Fail (U) or Pass (G)

If the student has received a decision/recommendation regarding special pedagogical support from the University of Borås due 

to disability or special needs, the examiner has the right to make accommodations when it comes to examination. The examiner

must, based on the objectives of the course syllabus, determine whether the examination can be adapted in accordance with the

decision/recommendation.

Student rights and obligations at examination are in accordance with guidelines and rules for



the University of Borås.

Literature and Other Teaching Materials

Knowles, J. (2006). Theory of Science: A Short Introduction. Trondheim: Tapir Akademisk Forlag (147 pages) (– will be made

available digitally through Canvas)

Pritchard, D. (2013). What is this thing called knowledge? London: Routledge. (200 pages)

Sismondo, S. (2009). An introduction to science and technology studies. Oxford: Blackwell Publishing. (155 pages)

Self-sourced literature (approx. 100 pages).

Student Influence and Evaluation

The course is evaluated in accordance with current guidelines for course evaluations at the University of Borås in which 

students' views are to be gathered. The course evaluation report is published and returned to participating and prospective 

students in accordance with the above-mentioned guidelines, and will be taken into consideration in the future development of 

courses and education programmes. Course coordinators are responsible for ensuring that the evaluations are conducted as 

described above.

Miscellaneous

This syllabus is a translation from the Swedish original.
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